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Beyond Zero helps Port of Dover 
become the UK’s first Net Zero port
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As the UK’s busiest international ferry port and a critical gateway 
for trade and travel, the Port of Dover has long recognised its 
responsibility to lead on sustainability. Through a combination of 
ambitious emissions reduction initiatives and strategic carbon 
removal investment, the Port has achieved carbon Net Zero 
emissions across Scope 1 and 2 operations in 2025, at least five 
years ahead of any other UK port target and 25 years ahead of 
the UK Government’s maritime decarbonisation target. 

To address its remaining unavoidable emissions, the Port of 
Dover partnered with Beyond Zero through a long-term carbon 
credit offtake agreement, investing in a local UK regenerative 
agriculture project that delivers high-integrity carbon removals 
while supporting biodiversity, climate resilience and sustainable 
land management. The resulting carbon credits are developed 
and issued in accordance with the UK Carbon Code of Conduct, 
providing a transparent and credible framework for carbon 
removal claims.

OVERVIEW

https://www.portofdover.com
https://beyondzero.ag
https://ukcarboncode.org


The Port of Dover has placed sustainability at the heart of its long-
term strategy, committing not only to Net Zero Scope 1 and 2 
emissions by 2025, but also to achieving Net Zero across Scope 1, 
2 and defined Scope 3 emissions by 2030.

Significant investment in decarbonisation initiatives enabled the 
Port to reduce its operational carbon emissions by an impressive 
98.3% compared with 2007 levels. These reductions were 
achieved through:

•	 Installation of 1.5MW of on-site solar generation.

•	 Transition to sustainably sourced HVO (Hydrotreated Vegetable 
Oil) for machinery and port vessels.

•	 Procurement of renewable electricity.

•	 Continuous energy efficiency improvements, including LED 
lighting and heating controls. 

However, despite these industry-leading achievements, residual 
emissions remained. To fulfil its Net Zero commitment with 
credibility and transparency, the Port required a long-term solution 
capable of delivering trusted carbon removals while aligning with 
its sustainability values and supporting tangible environmental 
outcomes within the UK.

Beyond Zero was selected to provide a high-integrity carbon 
removal solution that could support the Port’s immediate Net 
Zero goals while contributing to its wider vision for sustainable 
maritime trade and travel.

THE CHALLENGE
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THE SOLUTION

Rather than purchasing carbon credits 
on the spot market, the Port of Dover 
chose to establish a long-term carbon 
credit offtake agreement with Beyond 
Zero. 

This approach provides certainty over 
future access to high-quality carbon 
removals, protects against rising 
carbon credit prices, and enables direct 
investment into the development and 
long-term success of a local nature-
based carbon removal project. 

A key priority for the Port was ensuring 
that its carbon offset investment 
delivered measurable environmental 
impact close to home. Through Beyond 
Zero, the Port secured access to Bank 
Farm, a regenerative agriculture project 
located just 15 miles away in Kent. The 
project is developed under the UK 
Carbon Code of Conduct, ensuring 
robust carbon accounting, independent 
oversight and a clear focus on delivering 

measurable carbon removals alongside 
wider environmental benefits.

The partnership delivers several strategic 
benefits:

	A Long-term security of supply in a 
rapidly growing carbon market.

	A Greater cost certainty through 
agreed pricing mechanisms.

	A Access to independently verified, 
high-integrity UK carbon removal 
projects.

	A Reduced procurement complexity 
through a single trusted partnership.

	A Enhanced ESG reporting and 
sustainability storytelling.

	A Meaningful employee engagement 
opportunities through participation 
in local climate action initiatives. 
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Beyond delivering 
carbon removals, 
the investment 
demonstrates the 
Port’s commitment 
to supporting 
nature recovery, 
regenerative 
agriculture, 
biodiversity 
enhancement and 
climate resilience 
within the local 
community.Nightingales (Luscinia megarhynchos) are found on Bank Farm 

with Kent serving as the UK stronghold, holding around 1,500 
singing males. National populations have dropped by more 
than 90% over the last 50 years due to habitat loss and climate 
pressures.
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INVESTMENT IN A LOCAL UK 
NATURE-BASED PROJECT
BANK FARM, KENT
Bank Farm is a regenerative agriculture project - certified 
by the UK Carbon Code of Conduct - focused on 
delivering measurable carbon removal while improving 
soil health, biodiversity and ecosystem resilience.

Located approximately 15 miles from the Port of Dover, 
the project provides a unique opportunity for the Port to 
directly connect its Net Zero strategy with environmental 
improvements in the local landscape. 

Through Beyond Zero’s project development 
and carbon accounting expertise, Bank 
Farm generates high-integrity carbon 
credits under the UK Carbon Code 
of Conduct, while supporting wider 
environmental outcomes including habitat 
enhancement, sustainable farming practices 
and increased biodiversity connectivity.

Additionally, the project contributes to River Stour 
catchment nutrient neutrality and natural flood 
management.

The project also offers opportunities for Port employees 
and stakeholders to visit the site, engage with climate 
action initiatives and gain a tangible understanding of 
how nature-based carbon removal can contribute to the 
UK’s Net Zero transition.

“The Port of Dover is delighted to be working with 
Beyond Zero in a long-term offtake agreement to 
supply UK high-integrity carbon credits which will 

support the Port in meeting its Net Zero goal against 
Scope 1 & 2 emissions. Access to their local Bank Farm 

project provides the Port with not only confidence 
in the credits themselves, but also the opportunity 

to visit the farm, learn from and participate in 
the inspiring nature-based climate action and 

biodiversity activities.”

Megan Turner, Environment & Sustainability Manager 
Port of Dover

Active woodland management includes removing a historic spruce plantation to stop the northerly 
spread of the eight-toothed Spruce Bark Beetle (Ips typographus). Trees are being replaced 
with native deciduous species, and some canopy gaps are being left to increase biodiversity, 
encourage ground flora, and support wildlife like butterflies and birds.
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Through its collaboration with Beyond Zero, the Port of Dover has 
achieved a landmark sustainability milestone and established 
itself as a leader in maritime decarbonisation. 

Net Zero Leadership
The Port became the UK’s first Net Zero port for Scope 1 and 
2 emissions, achieving its target years ahead of both industry 
peers and national maritime ambitions. 

98.3% Reduction in Operational Emissions
A sustained programme of emissions reduction delivered a 98.3% 
decrease in Scope 1 and 2 emissions compared with 2007 levels. 

Secure Access to Future Carbon Removals
The long-term offtake agreement provides confidence that 
future residual emissions can be addressed through a reliable 
supply of high-quality UK carbon credits.

Stronger ESG and Sustainability Credentials
The partnership demonstrates genuine, measurable climate 
action that supports stakeholder engagement, sustainability 
reporting and long-term environmental commitments. 

A Platform for Future Decarbonisation
The project supports the Port’s broader ambitions to achieve Net 
Zero across Scope 1, 2 and defined Scope 3 emissions by 2030, 
while contributing to the long-term vision for a Green Shipping 
Corridor across the Short Straits.
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THE OUTCOMES

Beyond Zero’s partnership with the Port of Dover delivers benefits 
far beyond carbon offsetting, including: 

•	 Secure access to high-integrity UK carbon removals.

•	 Support for regenerative agriculture and resilient farm 
businesses.

•	 Biodiversity enhancement and habitat restoration.

•	 Improved soil health and ecosystem resilience.

•	 Long-term climate change mitigation and adaptation.

•	 Stronger local community engagement and education.

•	 Employee participation in meaningful nature-based climate 
action.

•	 Enhanced environmental leadership within the maritime 
sector.

•	 Greater confidence in ESG reporting and sustainability 
communications.

•	 Support for the Port’s ambition to help create a world-leading 
Green Shipping Corridor. 

By combining deep emissions reductions with investment in local 
carbon removal projects developed under the UK Carbon Code 
of Conduct, the Port of Dover is demonstrating how ambitious 
climate leadership can create lasting value for organisations, 
communities and the environment alike.

THE UNLOCKED VALUE



The River Stour is an internationally significant and rare chalk 
stream whose East Stour tributary runs through Bank Farm and 
meets the Great Stour downstream at Ashford. 

(+44) 0203 488 1525  |  hello@beyondzero.ag

Beyond Zero  
Registered address: Sportsman Farm, St. Michaels, Tenterden, Kent, TN30 6SY
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For project details and 
further Case Studies:
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